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1. Introduction	
Conference	took	place	at	the	Caird	Hall	in	Dundee	on	March	8-11	2018.	Edinburgh	Eastern	
sent	Lyndsay	Nolan,	Paul	Nolan,	and	Dave	Armstrong	as	delegates,	and	Bethany	Parsons	as	
youth	 delegate.	 Debates	 and	 motions	 were	 heard	 on	 eight	 broad	 topics:	 Poverty	 and	
Inequalities;	Health	and	Care;	Public	Services;	Education	and	Skills;	Housing;	An	Economy	for	
the	Future;	Public	Ownership	and	Infrastructure;	and	Scotland	in	the	World	(including	Brexit).	
In	addition	to	this,	keynote	speeches	were	delivered	by	the	leadership	of	the	Labour	Party	
and	the	Scottish	Labour	Party.	
	

2. Edinburgh	Eastern’s	Motion	
It	 shall	 be	 policy	 of	 this	 Labour	 Party	 to	 promote	 labour	 values	

based	on	 socialist	 principles	of	 creating	 an	equal	 diverse	holistic	

society	where	arts	thrive	and	freedoms	flourish.	A	society	where	

education	including	college	and	university	are	freely	available	to	all	

and	 not	 just	 the	 privileged	 few.	Where	 fulfilling	 and	meaningful	

jobs	are	provided	respecting	the	dignity	and	rights	of	workers.	A	

society	that	cares	for	those	in	need	where	the	strong	protect	the	

weak	and	the	rich	provide	for	the	poor.	Labour	will	campaign	on	

these	 fundamental	 values	 of	 humanity	 to	 vigorously	 oppose	 the	

complete	 contrast	 of	 the	 authoritarian,	 divisive,	 intolerant,	 and	

selfish	dark	hate	creed	that	is	nationalism.		

This	 motion,	 sent	 to	 conference	 by	 Edinburgh	 Eastern,	 was	 rejected	 by	 the	 Conference	
Arrangements	Committee	on	the	grounds	that	it	did	not	deal	with	any	specific	issue	arising	
since	the	last	SEC	meeting.	However,	members	will	be	pleased	to	hear	that	it	will	be	sent	to	
the	Scottish	Policy	Forum	later	this	year.	See	below	for	the	details	from	the	email	from	Brian	
Roy,	Scottish	General	Secretary,	on	01/03/2018:	
	

“The	 CAC	 could	 not	 find	 anything	 contemporary	 about	 your	

motion,	 in	 that	 it	 dealt	 specifically	with	 an	 issue	 that	had	arisen	

since	the	last	SEC	meeting	on	27th	January.	

I	can	confirm,	however,	that	your	CLP	motion	will	go	forward	to	the	

Scottish	Policy	Forum	when	it	formally	begins	later	this	year.”	
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3. Delegates’	Comments	
Dave	Armstrong	
Although	I	have	been	a	Labour	Party	member	for	40	years,	 this	was	my	first	conference.	 I	
found	the	experience	both	fascinating	and	inspiring,	and	it	was	heart-warming	in	particular	
to	see	so	many	young,	enthusiastic	and	articulate	delegates.	These	activists	showed,	in	my	
opinion,	 that	 the	 future	 of	 the	 Scottish	 Labour	 Party	 is	 bright,	 and	 that	 under	 Richard	
Leonard’s	leadership	we	are	well	placed	to	win	back	power.	
	
Lyndsay	Nolan	
As	a	member	of	the	Labour	Party	for	the	last	22	years	I	can	honestly	say	this	was	the	most	
inspiring	conference	I	have	ever	attended.	The	speeches	came	from	old	and	new	members,	
their	 words	 of	 wisdom	 helped	 educate	 the	 audience	 on	 multiple	 topics.	 I	 believe	 the	
conference	was	run	to	a	very	high	standard	and	organised	very	well.	The	debates	were	also	
very	 fair	 allowing	many	members	 to	 join	 in.	 It	was	 great	 to	have	delegates	 from	most	 of	
Edinburgh’s	CLPs	joining	the	debates	on	stage	who	gave	some	great	contributions.	
	
Paul	Nolan	
The	conference	was	sensational	with	an	electric	feeling	of	common	purpose	and	comrades	
on	the	march	to	victory.	Brilliant	speeches	from	first	time	youngsters,	old	time	trade	union	
leaders	with	the	inspiring	and	outstanding	speech	from	Richard	Leonard.	I	was	particularly	
impressed	 by	 the	 speech	 by	 Cara	 Hilton	 which	 was	 so	 clear,	 well-constructed	 and	 with	
passionate	delivery.	
	
Bethany	Parsons		
Whilst	I	am	a	long-time	socialist,	feminist,	and	trade	unionist,	I	am	a	relatively	new	member	
of	 the	Labour	Party;	 I	became	a	 registered	 supporter	 in	2015	 to	 support	 Jeremy	Corbyn’s	
leadership	 campaign,	 and	 finally	 joined	 the	 party	 in	 2017	 to	 support	 Richard	 Leonard’s	
campaign	for	the	leadership	of	the	Scottish	Labour	Party.	However,	since	joining	the	party	
and	coming	to	CLP	meetings,	I	have	been	overawed	by	the	welcome	that	I	have	received.	You	
have	all	made	me	feel	at	home	in	this	party.	Thank	you	all	for	sending	me	to	conference	this	
year	as	your	youth	delegate	for	Edinburgh	Eastern.	
	
The	keynotes	from	Richard	Leonard,	Jeremy	Corbyn,	and	John	McDonnell	were	inspiring:	they	
all	endorsed	a	Labour	party	which	is	openly	committed	to	socialist	and	anti-austerity	values,	
and	promoted	a	vision	of	a	better	Britain	for	all.		
	
I	was	particularly	interested	in	the	fourth	debate,	on	Education	and	Skills.	As	an	hourly	paid	
tutor	at	 the	University	of	Edinburgh	and	UCU	member,	 I	have	been	participating	 in	 strike	
action,	cancelling	classes	and	standing	in	the	cold	and	the	rain	to	stop	the	cuts	to	our	pensions	
that	will	leave	USS	members	£10,000	a	year	worse	off	in	retirement.	There	was	an	excellent	
show	of	solidarity	for	the	strikes	in	the	debate,	and	composite	Motion	2	on	the	UCU	strike	
carried.	I	visited	the	EIS	stall	to	offer	solidarity	for	their	campaign	for	a	10%	pay	increase	for	
teachers	 in	Scotland.	 I	 also	attended	 the	Campaign	 for	Socialism	 fringe	meeting,	 “Not	 the	
Few”,	on	Saturday	evening.	The	current	industrial	action	by	UCU	was	raised	again,	and	I	asked	
a	question	to	the	panel	about	how	to	bring	colleagues	who	are	engaging	in	politics	and	trade	
unionism	for	the	first	time	into	the	Labour	Party.	Excellent	answers	came	from	Denise	Christie	
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of	 FBU	 and	 Lina	Nass	 of	 Scottish	 Labour	 Young	 Socialists,	 about	making	 explicit	 both	 the	
connections	between	Labour	and	the	trade	unions,	and	Labour’s	support	for	the	cause.		
	

4. Keynote	Talks	
Lesley	Laird	MP,	Shadow	Secretary	of	State	for	Scotland	and	Interim	Deputy	Leader	

“Labour	has	an	aim,	an	ambition,	and	a	vision	for	real	change	in	this	

country	–	not	 just	 in	 Scotland,	but	 right	across	 the	whole	of	 the	

United	Kingdom.”	

	
Lesley’s	 speech	 was	 unfortunately	 slightly	 undermined	 by	 the	 announcement	 of	 the	
Westminster	government’s	Brexit	proposals	for	Scotland’s	devolved	powers	a	couple	of	hours	
previously.	Her	demand	to	lift	the	veil	of	secrecy	surrounding	these	talks	therefore	had	less	
force	than	 it	would	otherwise	have	had.	Despite	that,	she	gave	a	powerful	address,	which	
emphasised	 our	 policies	 on	 zero	 hours	 contracts,	 the	 Living	 Wage,	 tackling	 gender	 pay	
inequality	and	building	more	houses.	
	
Rt.	Hon.	Jeremy	Corbyn	MP,	Leader	of	the	Labour	Party	

“We	are	 ready	 to	 transform	our	 society	 so	 that	 it	works	 for	 the	

many,	not	the	few”	

	
Jeremy	 Corbyn	 stated	 that,	 with	 the	 election	 of	 six	 new	 Labour	MPs	 last	 year,	 Labour	 is	
undoubtedly	 back	 in	 Scotland.	 We	 are	 no	 longer	 just	 an	 opposition	 party,	 but	 a	 party	
preparing	to	go	into	government.	He	committed	to	a	vision	of	a	society	that	builds	houses	
and	council	houses,	and	ends	homelessness;	 rewards	people	 fairly	 for	 their	 labour;	brings	
public	services	–	the	railways	and	the	postal	service	–	back	into	public	ownership;	protects	
and	funds	the	NHS;	and	brings	an	end	to	austerity,	which	has	led	to	the	“utter	scandal”	of	
food	banks.	In	terms	of	international	policy,	he	called	for	an	end	to	bombing	in	Yemen,	and	
praised	Richard’s	opposition	to	any	visit	by	President	Donald	Trump,	stating	that	“Richard	has	
shown	Labour	 is	 standing	up	 to	oppose	 the	 racism,	misogyny	and	dangerous	belligerence	
coming	from	the	US	administration”.	He	called	for	a	“common-sense”,	“jobs-first”	Brexit	that	
allows	Labour	to	implement	a	socialist	programme	for	change,	while	retaining	the	benefits	of	
the	customs	union	and	the	single	market,	stating	that,	“we	would	aim	to	negotiate	a	new	and	
strong	relationship	with	the	single	market	and	a	floor	under	existing	rights,	standards	and	
protections	for	workers,	consumers	and	the	environment.”	
		
Richard	Leonard	MSP,	Leader	of	the	Scottish	Labour	Party	

“Scotland	needs	a	Labour	government,	and	it	needs	a	Labour	First	

Minister,	and	let	me	tell	you	-	I	am	up	for	the	job.”	

	
Richard	Leonard	delivered	his	first	keynote	speech	to	conference	as	Leader	of	the	Scottish	
Labour	 party.	 He	 set	 forth	 a	 socialist	 vision	 of	 society	 under	 a	 Labour	 government	 that	
included	 amongst	 other	 things	 tackling	 poverty,	 unemployment,	 climate	 change,	 and	
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homelessness,	as	well	as	a	renaissance	of	public	ownership.	He	protested	fuel	poverty	and	
cuts	to	public	services	such	as	the	NHS,	and	emphasised	the	need,	as	a	democratic	socialist	
party,	to	respect	the	result	of	the	Brexit	referendum.		
	
Rt.	Hon.	John	McDonnell	MP,	Shadow	Chancellor	of	the	Exchequer	

“We	need	a	Labour	Government	in	Holyrood	and	Westminster	to	

undo	the	damage	done	by	the	Tories	and	SNP”	

	
John	McDonnell	put	forward	a	set	of	key	anti-austerity	policies.	In	government,	Labour	will	
scrap	the	bedroom	tax;	restore	housing	benefits	for	the	under-21s;	increase	the	employment	
support	allowance;	introduce	a	£10	minimum	wage.	Labour	will	build	1	million	new	homes	–	
many	of	which	will	 be	 council	 houses.	 The	wealthiest	will	 pay	 their	 taxes	under	 a	 Labour	
government	–	 including	a	raise	on	income	tax	for	the	highest	earners,	and	a	new	financial	
transaction	tax.	

5. Debates	and	Associated	Motions	
Debates	took	place	on	the	following	issues:	

1. Poverty	and	Inequalities	
2. Health	and	Care	
3. Public	Services	
4. Education	and	Skills	
5. Housing	
6. An	Economy	for	the	Future	
7. Public	Ownership	and	Infrastructure	
8. Scotland	in	the	World	

	
5.1. Poverty	and	Inequalities	

Elaine	Smith	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Eradication	of	Poverty	and	Inequality	
“We	will	‘poverty	proof’	all	of	our	policies	to	ensure	they	meet	our	

ambition	of	reducing	poverty	and	inequality;	we	will	hold	the	SNP	

to	account	for	their	timidity	and	lack	of	ambition;	and	we	will	attack	

the	Tories	for	their	austerity	agenda	and	cruel	benefits	cuts.”	

	
Rhoda	Grant	MSP,	Parliamentary	Business	Manager	and	Women	and	Equality	Spokesperson	

“Labour's	priority	is	to	create	a	truly	equal	society,	together”	

	
Contemporary	Motion	1:	Bankruptcy	(Carried)	
Conference	recognises	that	bankruptcy	in	Scotland	is	a	vital	debt	relief	remedy	for	many	of	
Scotland’s	 poorest	 and	most	 vulnerable	 citizens	 and	 that	 people	must	 be	 able	 to	 access	
appropriate	debt	relief	remedies,	even	when	they	lack	the	financial	means	to	pay	applications	
fees.	
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Contemporary	Motion	2:	Child	Poverty	and	Making	Work	Pay	(Carried)	
Conference	notes	the	recent	figures	published	at	the	end	of	January	by	the	End	Child	Poverty	
coalition	that	show	that	there	has	been	a	significant	increase	in	child	poverty	with	areas	of	
central	Glasgow	having	amongst	the	highest	levels	across	the	whole	UK.	More	than	a	quarter	
of	Scottish	children	now	live	in	poverty.	
	

5.2. Health	and	Care	
Erin	McAuley,	Member	and	Trade	Union	Activist	
Erin	outlined	the	scale	of	Scotland’s	mental	health	crisis.	
	
Anas	Sawar	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Health	and	Sport	

“I	want	us	to	deliver	guaranteed	access	to	mental	health	support	in	

every	 college,	 university	 campus	 and	 workplace	 across	 the	

country”	

	
Anas	described	a	decade	of	SNP	mismanagement	of	the	NHS	in	Scotland,	showing	how	Nicola	
Sturgeon’s	actions	while	Health	Secretary	in	cutting	training	places	for	nurses	and	midwives	
have	resulted	in	the	current	recruitment	crisis.	Regarding	mental	health,	there	should	be	a	
guarantee	of	a	counsellor	in	school	for	every	pupil,	and	access	to	mental	health	services	on	
every	college	and	university	campus.	
	
David	Stewart	MSP,	Shadow	Minister	for	Health	

“To	be	serious	about	improving	the	health	expectations	of	all	of	our	

citizens,	means	to	be	determined	to	eradicating	poverty	in	Scottish	

communities”	

	
Notes	From	The	Debate	
Steven	McGurk	of	Community	described	how	9.9	million	working	days	are	lost	to	stress	every	
year.	
	
Marion	Donaldson,	Edinburgh	councillor	for	Leith	Walk	and	a	pharmacist,	argued	that	while	
community	pharmacy	schemes	integrating	health	and	community	care	are	excellent,	more	
cash	is	required	for	them	to	be	effective.	
	
Contemporary	Motion	3:	Mental	Health	in	the	Workplace	(Carried)	
This	motion	was	proposed	by	Community	Union.	 It	 called	on	 conference	 to	 condemn	 the	
failure	of	 the	SNP’s	budget	to	tackle	the	mental	health	crisis	 in	Scotland’s	workplaces	and	
communities.	Ill	mental	health	is	a	huge	issue	in	the	workplace,	made	worse	by	the	stigma	
surrounding	diagnosis	and	care	and	the	lack	of	adequate	funding	for	mental	health	resources.	
70	million	working	days	are	lost	each	year	to	mental	ill	health,	and	300,000	people	with	a	long	
term	mental	 health	 problem	 lose	 their	 job	 each	 year.	 The	motion	 calls	 on	 conference	 to	
recognise	that	Scottish	Government	need	to	invest	in	their	‘Mental	Health	Strategy’,	and	raise	
awareness	of	the	duty	of	employers	to	assess	and	manage	the	mental	health	needs	of	their	
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workers.	In	addition,	conference	should	offer	support	to	existing	trade	union	campaigns	to	
improve	mental	health	provision,	training,	and	attitudes	in	Scotland’s	workplaces.	
	

5.3. Public	Services	
Cllr	Joe	Cullinane,	Leader	of	North	Ayrshire	Council	
In	a	powerful	address,	Joe	outlined	some	of	the	policies	pursued	by	North	Ayrshire	Council	to	
mitigate	austerity.	Scottish	Labour	should	again	be	the	party	of	municipal	socialism.	
	
Daniel	Johnson	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Justice	

“I	 will	 be	 announcing	 a	 commission,	 formed	 of	 experts	 and	

independently	 chaired	 to	 develop	 proposals	 to	 restore	 local	

accountability	to	our	Police	-	because	that	is	how	we	make	policing	

local	again”	

	
Monica	Lennon	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Communities,	Social	Security,	and	Equalities	

“Inequality	is	widening	and	the	need	to	deliver	infrastructure	and	

inclusive	 growth	 that	 works	 for	 the	 many	 should	 be	 a	 national	

priority”	

	
Composite	Motion	1:	Local	Government	Funding	(Carried)	
The	Scottish	Government’s	draft	budget	proposed	no	cash	 increase	 for	 local	 government,	
which	meant	a	‘real	terms’	cut	in	council	budgets.	In	February	2018,	the	Scottish	Government	
added	an	additional	revenue	funding.	This	roughly	means	that	councils	are	getting	a	standstill	
budget	in	‘real	terms’.	However,	that	does	not	mean	there	won’t	be	more	cuts	in	the	coming	
year	-	COSLA	estimated	that	they	actually	needed	£545m	to	stand	still.	
	
Contemporary	Motion	6:	Land	Value	Tax	(No	vote	taken)	
This	motion	was	proposed	by	Midlothian	North	and	Musselburgh	CLP.	 The	delegate	 from	
Midlothian	North	&	Musselburgh	outlined	how	the	proposed	Land	Value	Tax	would	work.	It	
is	not	a	new	idea,	and	is	progressive,	democratic,	and	would	unlock	wealth	for	the	benefit	of	
local	communities.	
	
The	motion	was	not	officially	seconded	so	no	vote	on	the	motion	took	place.		
	
Contemporary	Motion	7:	Local	Government	Vision	(Carried)	
Conference	 recognises	 that	 the	 cash	 increase	of	 £159.5m	 is	 based	on	unrealistic	 inflation	
assumptions	that	no	credible	forecaster	believes	will	be	achieved.	For	that	reason,	UNISON	
Scotland,	COSLA	and	others	have	argued	that	the	allocation	should	assume	inflation	at	3%,	
plus	2.6%	for	new	commitments.	This	means	that	councils	need	a	minimum	grant	allocation	
increase	of	£545m.	
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5.4. Education	and	Skills	
Leah	Franchetti,	Member	and	Trade	Union	Activist	
Leah	spoke	about	how	inequality	in	the	school	system	has	been	widening.	
	
Ian	Gray	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Education,	Skills,	and	Science	

“The	 SNP’s	 student	 loan	 book	 is	 now	 the	 government’s	 biggest	

single	 financial	 asset,	 currently	 worth	 £4.5	 billion	 –	 that’s	 three	

times	the	value	of	the	Queensferry	Crossing”	

	
140,000	student	college	places	have	been	cut	under	the	SNP	government.	4,000	core	teaching	
jobs	have	been	lost,	while	school	rolls	are	rising.	No	wonder	there	is	a	teacher	recruitment	
crisis.	
	
Mary	Fee	MSP,	Shadow	Minister	for	Education,	Skills,	Health,	Sport,	and	Equalities	

“Children	 who	 go	 to	 school	 hungry,	 or	 are	 refused	 additional	

support	or	mental	health	services,	will	not	flourish	in	school”	

	
Mary	 said	 that	 equality	 should	 run	 through	 every	 portfolio	 in	 government.	 Literacy,	
numeracy,	 health	 and	 welfare	 are	 all	 equally	 important.	 There	 is	 a	 clear	 link	 between	
deprivation	 and	 underperformance	 at	 school.	 Real	 change	 in	 the	 economy	 underpins	
everything.	
	
Notes	From	The	Debate	
Eleanor	 Haggerty,	 Unison	 spoke	 about	 how	 the	 number	 of	 school	 pupils	 with	 Additional	
Support	Needs	has	doubled	since	2010.	GIRFEC	(Getting	It	Right	For	Every	Child)	cannot	be	
done	on	the	cheap.	
	
Composite	Motion	2:	UCU	Strike	(Carried)	
This	 motion	 was	 proposed	 by	 Dundee	 City	 LP	 and	 Edinburgh	 Central	 CLP.	 It	 calls	 upon	
conference	to	recognise	and	support	the	current	industrial	action	being	undertaken	by	the	
University	and	Colleges	Union.	Over	60	universities	 in	 the	UK,	 including	9	 in	Scotland,	are	
currently	taking	14	days	of	strike	action	in	protest	of	cuts	to	pensions	that	will	see	lecturers,	
librarians,	and	academic	support	and	administrative	staff	over	£10,000	worse	off	a	year	 in	
retirement.		
	
Contemporary	Motion	10:	Local	Access	Officers	in	Secondary	Schools	(Carried)	
This	motion	was	proposed	by	Hamilton,	Larkhall	and	Stonehouse	CLP.	It	calls	on	the	SEC	to	
consider	a	policy	of	appointing	Local	Access	Officers	to	secondary	schools	to	help	students	
with	additional	support	needs,	disabilities,	or	autism	spectrum	disorder	make	the	daunting	
transition	from	secondary	to	further	education.	
	
Contemporary	Motion	11:	Early	Learning	(Carried)	
This	motion	was	proposed	by	the	Socialist	Education	Association.	It	notes	that	whilst	the	SNP	
have	 raised	 policy	 to	 increase	 hours	 in	 early	 learning	 and	 childcare,	 it	 has	 not	 provided	
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councils	with	sufficient	 funding	 to	develop	and	 implement	 the	policy.	The	motion	calls	on	
conference	to	recognise	the	need	for	investment	in	early	learning;	to	commit	Scottish	Labour	
to	providing	affordable	and	accessible	all-year	early	years	provision;	and	to	commit	Scottish	
Labour	to	supporting	parents	and	carers	in	identifying	children’s	early	years	education	needs.	
	

5.5. Housing	
Pauline	McNeill	MSP,	Shadow	Minister	for	Communities	

“We	 must	 fight	 for	 affordable	 rents,	 halt	 the	 unfair	 roll	 out	 of	

Universal	Credit,	and	campaign	for	the	type	of	housing	that	helps	

people	stay	in	their	tenancies	with	the	support	they	need	around	

them”	

	
Housing	must	be	seen	as	a	human	right.	We	must	aim	to	eradicate	rough	sleeping,	promote	
affordable	rents	and	halt	the	rollout	of	Universal	Credit.	Pauline	also	policies	giving	homeless	
people	a	 legal	right	to	housing,	a	big	 investment	 in	social	housing	and	a	 larger	for	carbon-
neutral	homes.	
	
Danielle	Rowley	MP	

“It	 is	 shameful	 that	 in	 2018,	 we	 have	 people	 having	 to	 choose	

between	heating	their	homes	and	buying	food”	

	
Notes	From	The	Debate	
Fred	Hesseler,	Edinburgh	North	&	Leith	CLP,	produced	a	graphic	showing	a	dramatic	rise	in	
private	 rents	 in	Edinburgh	and	also	a	considerable	one	 for	council	 rents	over	 the	 last	8(?)	
years.	
	
Kirsty	Muir,	Scottish	Labour	Students,	spoke	about	the	privatisation	of	students	housing.	
	
Ross	Newton,	Glasgow	Shettleston	CLP	-	some	students	are	paying	more	than	£5,000	a	year	
for	accommodation.	
	
Contemporary	Motion	12:	Homelessness	(Carried)	
This	 Conference	 notes	 with	 interest	 the	 report	 of	 Holyrood’s	 Local	 Government	 and	
Communities	Committee	on	Homelessness	published	on	12	February	2018.	It	recognises	work	
of	 the	 Committee	 in	 identifying	 the	 need	 to	 integrate	 services	 relating	 to	 homelessness	
particularly	 for	 rough	 sleepers.	 Conference	 also	 notes	 that	 Scottish	 government	 figures	
released	on	23	January	show	that	there	were	6,581	children	in	temporary	accommodation	on	
30	September	2017,	an	increase	10%	compared	with	the	previous	year.	Figures	from	Shelter	
show	that	on	average	a	household	in	Scotland	becomes	homeless	every	18	minutes.	
	
Composite	Motion	3:	Student	Housing	(Carried)	
This	motion	was	proposed	by	Glasgow	Shettleston	CLP	and	Scottish	 Labour	Students.	The	
conditions	 in	 private	 sector	 student	 housing	 are	 appalling:	 nearly	 50%	 of	 students	 pay	



Scottish	Labour	Conference	2018	
#ScotLab18	

	 11	

extortionate	rents	to	live	in	accommodation	riddled	with	mould.	In	addition,	almost	a	quarter	
have	 problems	 with	 vermin.	 The	 unaffordability	 of	 housing	 is	 pricing	 students	 from	 low-
income	backgrounds	out	of	education	and	putting	students	 into	debt.	The	motion	calls	on	
conference	 to	 agree	 that	 Scottish	 Labour	 needs	 to	 campaign	 for	 safe,	 affordable	 student	
housing,	including	the	consideration	of	rent	controls	and	compelling	universities	to	educate	
students	 on	 their	 housing	 rights.	 In	 the	debate,	 students	 stood	 to	 speak	 about	 their	 own	
experiences	with	unaffordable	and	unsafe	housing,	describing	the	issue	as	a	‘crisis’.	
	

5.6. An	Economy	for	the	Future	
Stewart	Lansley,	Economist	
Stewart	Lansley	is	an	economist	and	financial	journalist.	He	has	written	on	inequality,	wealth	
and	 poverty	 for	 academic	 and	 specialist	 journals	 as	 well	 as	 several	 newspapers.	 He	 has	
recently	co-edited	a	book	on	Universal	Basic	Income.	
	
Claudia	Beamish	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Environment,	Climate	Change	and	Land	
Reform	

“Now	that	my	proposed	bill	has	helped	stop	onshore	fracking,	we	

can	 look	 to	 build	 a	 more	 sustainable,	 cleaner	 energy	 gaining,	

future”	

	
James	Kelly	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Finance	and	Constitution	

“We	 go	 forward	 from	 this	 conference	 with	 an	 agenda	 that	 will	

support	 public	 services,	 give	 our	 kids	 in	 education	 proper	

opportunities	and	build	a	growing	economy	rooted	in	fairness”	

	
Contemporary	Motion	15:	Energy	Policy	and	Manufacturing	Jobs	(Carried)	
This	motion	was	proposed	by	GMB	Scotland.	It	notes	and	supports	the	continuing	campaign	
to	secure	the	future	of	energy	manufacturing	work	at	Burntisland	and	Methyl	in	Fife	and	
Arnish	in	Lewis,	and	calls	for	the	creation	of	a	Labour	Energy	Commission.	
	
	

5.7. Public	Ownership	and	Infrastructure	
Jackie	Baillie	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	the	Economy,	Jobs	and	Fair	Work	

“Labour	will	ensure	 that	everyone	on	a	public	 contract	 is	on	 the	

living	 wage,	 no	 zero	 hours,	 no	 insecure	 work,	 no	 blacklisting.	

Labour	will	deliver	secure	and	well-paid	jobs”	

	
Jackie	also	criticised	West	Dunbartonshire	council	 for	attacking	 trade	unions	and	workers’	
rights,	and	the	Scottish	Futures	Trust	for	tolerating	bogus	self-employment.	
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Colin	Smyth	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Rural	Economy	and	Connectivity	
“If	you	ever	wanted	proof	that	the	SNP	were	a	bunch	of	apologists	

for	failed	Tory	economics,	look	no	further	than	transport”	

Contemporary	Motion	16:	Public	Ownership:	Caledonian	Sleeper	(Carried)		
Kevin	Lindsay	(ASLEF)	explained	that	Serco,	with	no	experience	of	railways,	had	been	given	
the	 contract	 and	 had	made	 a	 £47	million	 loss	 and	 had	 to	 be	 bailed	 out	 by	 the	 Scottish	
government.	Passengers	have	to	endure	ancient	carriages,	as	there	has	been	no	investment.	
	
Contemporary	Motion	17:	British	Transport	Police	(Carried)	
Steve	Lawrence	 (TSSA)	argues	that	 the	SNP	government	 is	not	 listening,	despite	a	10,000-
signature	petition	against	the	merger.	The	SNP	are	only	going	ahead	because	they	don’t	like	
the	word	“British”.	
	
Contemporary	Motion	18:	Private	Sector	Provision	in	Public	Services	(Carried)	
Liz	Ewing	(Dumbarton	CLP)	-	The	collapse	of	Carillion	points	up	the	problems	with	outsourcing.	
	
Contemporary	Motion	19:	Public	Procurement	(Carried)	
Pat	Egan	(Mid-Fife	and	Glenrothes	CLP)	and	Paul	Nolan	(Edinburgh	Eastern	CLP)	spoke	on	the	
issue	of	public	procurement.		
	
Contemporary	Motion	20:	Public	Contracts	(Carried)	
Lewis	 Macdonald	 MSP	 stated	 that	 Carillion	 are	 not	 alone,	 several	 other	 outsourcing	
companies	are	in	trouble.	Paul	Sweeney	MP	talked	about	how	government	in	Scotland	has	
become	increasingly	centralised.	Local	authorities	need	more	power	to	introduce	municipal	
socialism.	
	

5.8. Scotland	in	the	World	
Claire	Baker	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Culture,	Tourism	and	External	Affairs	

“Labour	 has	 a	 responsibility	 to	 not	 allow	 a	 Tory	 Brexit	 to	wreck	

economic	 damage	 across	 our	 communities	 and	 make	 people	

poorer	with	a	race	to	the	bottom	on	worker's	rights	and	wages”	

	
Neil	Findlay	MSP,	Shadow	Cabinet	Secretary	for	Brexit,	Campaigns	and	Party	Engagement	

“Labour’s	priority	is	to	defend	devolution	and	expose	Tory	failure.”	

	
Contemporary	Motion	21:	Brexit	(Fall)	
This	motion,	proposed	by	Almond	Valley	CLP,	asked	conference	to	endorse	Keir	Starmer’s	six	
Brexit	tests.	There	was	no	vote	on	this	motion	as	the	six	Brexit	tests	are	endorsed	in	the	SEC	
statement	on	Brexit,	which	carried.		
	
Composite	Motion	4:	Brexit	and	Membership	of	the	Single	Market	(Fall)	
This	motion	was	proposed	by	Ettrick,	Roxburgh	and	Berwickshire	CLP;	Glasgow	Anniesland	
CLP;	Na	h-Eileanan	an	lar	CLP;	East	Kilbride	CLP;	Edinburgh	Southern	CLP;	and	Greenock	and	
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Inverclyde	 CLP.	 It	 calls	 on	 conference	 to	 support	 the	 UK	 remaining	 permanently	 in	 the	
European	Single	Market	and	Customs	Union.	However,	the	SEC	statement	endorses	the	vision	
of	a	new	permanent	customs	union:	as	the	SEC	statement	carried,	there	was	no	vote	on	this	
motion.	
	
SEC	Statement	on	Brexit	(Carried)	
The	SEC	statement	responds	to	Contemporary	Motion	21	and	Composite	Motion	4,	stating	
that,	 after	 the	 deadline	 for	 submission	 for	 conference,	 Jeremy	 Corbyn	 set	 out	 a	 policy	
committing	to	negotiate	a	permanent	customs	union	with	the	EU	that	builds	on	Keir	Starmer’s	
six	tests	(see	below).	The	statement	asks	conference	to	support	the	vision	for	a	strong	and	
close	 ongoing	 relationship	with	 the	 EU	 including	 a	new	permanent	 customs	union,	which	
protects	 tariff	 free	 trade	 and	 the	 Good	 Friday	 Agreement,	 and	 asks	 conference	 to	 unite	
behind	this	strategy	in	the	interests	of	working	people	across	the	country.	
	
There	was	a	short	debate	on	Composite	Motion	4,	but	the	CAC	had	decided	there	would	be	
no	vote,	and	the	SEC	statement,	based	on	Keir	Starmer’s	Six	Tests,	was	carried	on	a	show	of	
hands.	As	the	SEC	statement	carried,	Contemporary	Motion	21	and	Composite	Motion	4	fall.		
	

Brexit:	Keir	Starmer’s	Six	Tests	
1. Does	it	ensure	a	strong	and	collaborative	future	relationship	with	

the	EU?	
2. Does	it	deliver	the	“exact	same	benefits”	as	we	currently	have	as	

members	of	the	Single	Market	and	Customs	Union?	
3. Does	it	ensure	the	fair	management	of	migration	in	the	interests	of	

the	economy	and	communities?	
4. Does	 it	 defend	 rights	 and	protections	 and	prevent	 a	 race	 to	 the	

bottom?	
5. Does	it	protect	national	security	and	our	capacity	to	tackle	cross-

border	crime?		
6. Does	it	deliver	for	all	regions	and	nations	of	the	UK?		

	
Scottish	Executive	Committee	
Equalities	and	Diversity	Committee	Interim	Report	(Carried)	
Monica	Lennon	MSP	spoke	on	behalf	of	the	report,	seconded	by	Anas	Sawar.	
Rule	Changes	
Vote	taken	on	two	proposed	rule	changes.	
	

6. Conclusions	
The	conference	was	particularly	notable	for	Richard	Leonard’s	first	major	speech	as	Leader,	
and	his	address	was	inspirational,	clearly	setting	out	Labour’s	plans	to	transform	Scotland	and	
end	Tory	and	SNP	austerity.	
	
Another	impressive	aspect	of	the	conference	was	the	number	and	quality	of	young	delegates,	
which	is	reassuring	for	the	future	of	the	Party.	


