
Scottish Labour Conference 2019 
8-19 March, Caird Hall, Dundee 

Edinburgh Eastern Delegates’ Report 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you require this document in an  
alternative format, please contact: 

Bethany Parsons 
Vice Chair (Membership) 

bkparsons.Labour@gmail.com  



1 

Contents 
 
Delegates’ Comments ......................................................................... 2 

Jimmy Burnett ...................................................................................................................... 2 

Bill Cook ................................................................................................................................ 2 

Jacqui Orme .......................................................................................................................... 3 

Bethany Parsons ................................................................................................................... 3 

Keynote Talks ...................................................................................... 4 

Lesley Laird MP, Deputy Leader of the Scottish Labour Party and Shadow Secretary of 
State for Scotland ................................................................................................................. 4 

Rt. Hon. Jeremy Corbyn MP, Leader of the Labour Party ..................................................... 4 

Mark Drakeford AM, First Minster of Wales ........................................................................ 5 

Richard Leonard MSP, Leader of the Scottish Labour Party ................................................. 5 

Rt. Hon. John McDonnell MP, Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer ................................... 8 

Debates ............................................................................................... 9 

1. Health and Care ............................................................................................................ 9 

2. Economy ..................................................................................................................... 10 

3. Education .................................................................................................................... 12 

4. Communities .............................................................................................................. 13 

5. Scotland in the World ................................................................................................. 14 

SEC Statement on Brexit ..................................................................................................... 15 

  



2 

Delegates’ Comments 
Jimmy Burnett 
 
It’s been a while since I’ve been at 
Party Conference. 
 
And at the risk of sounding a bit 
Methuselah like, things have 
changed. And so they should. 
 
The conference was chaired by a 
woman. Most of the motions were 
moved or seconded by women. 
Many, if not the majority of the 
debates were replied to by shadow 
ministers, who were women. Many if not most of the contributions came from female 
delegates.  
 
The platform party, consisting of the leadership, shadow spokespersons, and executive 
members, which changed frequently were never less than 75% women. 
 
The numbers of younger people present and participating was striking. 
 
I make these comments in comparative terms, and do not suggest for a minute there is still 
not a long way to go in the struggle for equality. Everywhere. 
 
But there has been hard fought for and hard-won progress. 
 
Bill Cook 
Sue Hampson spoke on Dunfermline CLP’s motion on the plight of those who have suffered 
sexual abuse as children. She spoke passionately that Labour should lead the fight to ensure 
resources are available in support of survivors. She called for Labour to have a strategy to 
finance support agencies and additional research. She also highlighted the need to promote 
increased awareness of this scourge (particularly amongst public agencies). 
 
The Friends of the Earth “Investing for a Sustainable Future and Delivering a Green Industrial 
Strategy” fringe event was interesting. Claudia Beamish MSP who is currently promoting a 
bill on transition chaired the event. Richard Leonard spoke very effectively on the topic. 
Stephen Smellie of Unison made a very impressive contribution to the discussion. The stats 
on climate change are truly frightening. The consequent of not lowering fossil emissions will 
be catastrophic. A number of people emphasised this was a class issue as the rich may well 
escape the consequences whilst the poor of the world will and are already suffering. A 
segment of John McDonnell’s main conference speech dealt with the need to mobilise the 
economy to tackle this threat. 
 

Danielle Rowley MP's round table discussion on Universal Credit. Friday 8th 
March, Dundee. 
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The Campaign for Socialism had a discussion on “Confronting Nationalism”. The talk was led 
by two academics. Danielle Rowley MP spoke comprehensively about the array of difficult 
and conflicting challenges in tackling nationalism. Some interesting discussion and debate 
ensued.  
 
There were a whole array of great speakers at the conference. I was particularly impressed 
with some of the first-time speakers. Bethany Parsons a fellow Eastern delegate made an 
excellent first speech on educational inequality. There was a good representation across the 
membership with very many members being allowed to speak. 
 
Our Labour leadership came across as substantial people who have a clear handle on what’s 
needed for this country. The headline speakers were all excellent. All called for unity. Neil 
Findlay in particular made a very effective pitch on this front. 
 
Whilst overall the contributions were excellent, I felt there could have been more scope for 
debate. On the economy far more could have been discussed about Scotland’s industrial 
strategies. That said McDonnell did most in outlining Labour’s National plans. It is certainly 
worth watching the speeches on YouTube if you haven’t already seen them. 
 
This was my first conference. I was really impressed and was very much encouraged that party 
leadership clearly have the confidence and trust of the members. 
 
The topics of support for abuse survivors, awareness of abuse, climate change and 
confronting nationalisation could all be the basis of future political education at the CLP. 
 
Jacqui Orme 
It was great to see a number of women standing forward to speak and that there was also a 
lot of young folk that were speaking as well so therefore I conclude that the party is in Great 
hands for the future. The conference in general was enlightening and showed Goodwill 
amongst all delegates. 
 
Bethany Parsons 
Thank you to Edinburgh Eastern CLP for sending me to Scottish Conference as your youth 
delegate once again. It has been a pleasure and a privilege to represent you and make your 
voices heard in the debates and the votes. 
 
At this time of political instability and constant struggle over in Westminster, it was 
invigorating to hear Jeremy Corbyn’s speech and his clear plan for the future of the UK. Tory 
austerity has continued to harm people across the whole of our society: children arrive at 
school hungry, workers face poverty wages and insecure work, and cuts to our public services 
affect the most vulnerable. Conservatives try to distract the public from these issues by going 
on about Brexit, Brexit, Brexit. Labour, under Corbyn, wants to face these issues head-on, 
transforming our society, whilst also offering a credible alternative to the mess Theresa May 
has made of the Europe question.  
 
I was delighted to be able to address conference on a subject close to my own heart by joining 
in the debate on education. The motion I discussed in the debate condemned state subsidies 
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and tax relief for private schools. I approached the subject matter from the perspective of 
higher education: according to the latest Scottish Funding Council Report on Widening Access, 
the SNP are failing to reach their targets when it comes to increasing the number of students 
from the most deprived backgrounds in Scotland entering universities. These targets will not 
be met without robust investment to improve the state secondary and further education 
provisions that helps students reach their educational goals.  Providing subsidies and tax relief 
for private schools instead is, I argued, morally repugnant. The only thing that will tackle the 
fundamental inequality in our society is an education system that works for the many, not the 
few. 
 
 

Keynote Talks 
Lesley Laird MP, Deputy Leader of the Scottish Labour Party and Shadow Secretary of 
State for Scotland 

 

Across the country as a whole 59% of those who are living in 

relative poverty live in households where at least one person is in 

work. Think about that – just for just a moment. That is the harsh 

reality of life in Scotland in 2019. That is the reality of austerity. And 

Conference, this is why we need a Labour Government now. 

- Lesley Laird, Friday 8th March, Dundee 
 
Lesley raised that it was International Women’s Day, condemning gender inequality and 
celebrating the Labour Party’s role in making sure that more women are elected into office. 
She condemned Tory austerity, which has left 8000 children in Dundee growing up under the 
poverty line and led to the 64% increase in food bank usage in Kirkcaldy since the roll-out of 
universal credit.  
 
Rt. Hon. Jeremy Corbyn MP, Leader of the Labour Party 
 

The choice is now clear: Labour investment or more austerity from 

the Tories, passed down by the SNP.  

- Jeremy Corbyn, Friday 8th March, Dundee 
 
Jeremy opened with a celebration of both the city of Dundee and of International Women’s 
Day. Women have led the way and made their mark in the labour movement, from the 
women leading the rent strikes in Glasgow in 1915, leading to the Mary Barbour laws, to the 
present day.  
 
Brexit was a key theme in Jeremy’s speech, noting the credibility of Labour’s alternative plan 
both with the EU and with parliament. Labour’s plan would mean both a new customs union, 
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and a manufacturing renaissance, leading to racial change in our society while avoiding the 
havoc of Theresa May’s deal or the disaster of a crash-out no-deal. It is also a plan that 
acknowledges that things weren’t all perfect in the UK before the 26th of June 2016: austerity, 
homelessness, unemployment, and divisions in society existed then as they exist now, and 
only Labour has real plans to tackle these problems that were at the heart of a decision which 
threatens to tear our country apart. 
 
The climate crisis was established as both an ecological and socialist priority, as the working 
class do suffer and will suffer the most from climate change. Jeremy promised that the climate 
crisis will be a central objective of Labour’s industrial strategy, with investment in renewables, 
training, and a Green Industrial Revolution. 
 
Jeremy condemned racism, religious bigotry, and misogyny, saying these have no place in the 
labour movement. Right-wing extremism is on the rise across Europe, and we must continue 
to be a united and positive force for progressive change in the face of bigotry.  
 

the real divide in society is not between people who voted yes or 

no for independence. And it’s not between people who voted to 

remain or to leave the EU. The real divide is between the many – 

who do the work, create the wealth and pay their taxes – and the 

few – who set the rules reap the rewards and dodge their taxes. Let 

me spell it out: our mission is to back the working class in all its 

diversity. 

- Jeremy Corbyn, Friday 8th March, Dundee 
 
Mark Drakeford AM, First Minster of Wales 
Mark Drakeford discussed the similarities between Scotland and Wales, as we have a shared 
history of devolution. Welsh Labour have had to work with other parties to form 
governments, which isn’t always easy, but possible through making progressive left allies.  
Highlights of Welsh Labour governments include free breakfasts for younger school pupils, 
holiday hunger programmes, and improvements to older people’s lives. Mark Drakeford 
finished by emphasising that Labour must never stop fighting for the most unequal in society.  
 
Richard Leonard MSP, Leader of the Scottish Labour Party 
 

People say to me, are trade unions vital to the Labour Party’s 

success? Of course the trade unions are vital to the Labour Party’s 

success: it was the trade unions that created the Labour Party. 

- Richard Leonard, Saturday 9th March, Dundee 
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Richard gave a very passionate, committed, wide ranging speech to conference, lasting just 
under one hour. He made an impassioned plea on the need for unity, reminded us all of the 
historical and fundamental links with the trade union movement, and announced some new 
policy initiatives.  
 

He comprehensively covered Brexit and 
Scottish Independence, described the crisis in 
the Scottish NHS and in the delivery of vital 
Social Care services, and spelled out our 
approach to these matters.  
 
He recommitted our party to fighting 
inequality and set out our continuing support 
for the principle of 50/50 representation. 
 
Amongst the key policy commitments were 

free travel for the under 25’s, extending to totally free public transport for all. 
 
I think rather than attempting to summarise further I will list key parts of the speech in 
Richards own words.  
 
Equality 
 
“I am determined that we redouble our efforts to lead the fight for equality now, so that we 
will go into the 2021 Scottish Parliament elections and we will go into any snap General 
Election with that same commitment to 50:50. Because we know that you cannot will the 
ends if you do not will the means. 
 
And we know as well that each generation has to fight the same battles over and over again. 
And we know that if we don’t keep pushing forward as a movement we will get pulled back.” 
 
 Party Unity 
 
“So can I say for the avoidance of doubt that under my leadership the Scottish Labour Party 
will remain a broad church. 
 
The truth is we have always been a party built on traditions of Scottish radicalism and William 
Morris socialism, on Fabianism as much as Marxism, on people of religion and people without, 
on trade unionism, on feminism and on co-operation. We are a synthesis of all these ideas. 
That is not our weakness as a party. It is our strength as a party.” 
 
Trade Union Links   
 
“And there is something else that is non-negotiable. People say to me, are trade unions vital 
to the Labour Party’s success? Of course the trade unions are vital to the Labour Party’s 
success: it was the trade unions that created the Labour Party. That is what makes us who we 
are.” 
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 Labour Achievements  
 
 “We have been active outside parliament. But we have been active inside parliament as well. 
Since we met last year an inquiry has been launched into the police’s handling of the miners’ 
strike there has been a partial ban on mesh implants. The Football Act repealed. We’ve made 
the Education Secretary to drop his flawed flagship Education Bill. And we’ve seen off – for 
now – attempts by the SNP to cut concessionary travel to our over 60s.” 
 
 Brexit  
 
“Three years since the EU referendum. Two years of negotiations. And one false choice: 
Theresa May’s terrible deal, or no deal at all. Neither of which we will accept. Both would be 
a disaster for Scotland. And if we cannot force Theresa May to change course and accept our 
credible alternative let me be absolutely clear Labour will back a public vote.” 
 
 Ending Austerity 
 
“So the next Scottish Labour government will build a more cohesive society by ending 
austerity. Scotland is a rich and prosperous nation. But Scotland’s riches and prosperity are 
held by the few. The time has long passed when we could say we are prepared to tolerate 
such gross inequality. Not to act is to be complicit. We need to mount a serious challenge, 
which is why we have said that we don’t want our schools invested in whilst our libraries 
close. Or the NHS to gain at the expense of growing poverty and inequality. We need to tackle 
both. Because life expectancy in Scotland is not going up, it is coming down. Homelessness is 
not falling it is rising. Shelter has declared that Scotland has a housing emergency. Meanwhile 
NHS waiting times are not going down they are going up. And these outcomes are not 
accidental they are structural. The truth is we need the wealthiest to pay their fair share. 
Wealth in Scotland has now reached £1 trillion. Wealth is accumulating annually. At the same 
time as people’s incomes are shrinking. Which is why I am saying that Scotland needs an 
annual wealth tax.” 
 
Anti-Semitism  
 
“We need to win back the trust of Scotland’s Jewish communities, who feel badly let down. It 
sickens me that there is any antisemitism at all in our Party and in our movement. That is not 
who we are and it is not what we are about. We are not simply a non-racist party. We are an 
anti-racist party. Antisemitism does not represent Labour values. There is no place in our 
Party for prejudice, bigotry, hatred and racism. And that’s why I say to you this afternoon 
unequivocally we will root it out.” 
 
Homelessness and Winter Evictions 
 
“But it makes me even more determined even more determined than ever, that we need to 
get back into power to change this. We know homelessness and rough sleeping do not exist 
simply because of a housing shortage. People become homeless for many reasons. That is 
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why a Scottish Labour government will not only invest in building houses. We will invest in 
people. And we will move to ban winter evictions once and for all.” 
 
Trade Union Disputes 
 
 “The Scottish Labour Party that I lead will always stand by workers in struggle.” 
 
Public Ownership 
 
 “We are the Labour Party – so we simply cannot be neutral on the question of ownership. 
Because it goes to the very heart of what kind of society it is we want to build.  We do not 
back the public ownership of public services for reasons of dry dogma. We do it because we 
have a purpose in mind.” 
 
Conclusion 
 
 “We have not come through the adverse electoral storms of the last decade to simply sit back 
and give up before nationalism. We stand against it. We stand by our socialist ideals. 
We hold our nerve and we keep our faith. We have a vision of the future worth striving for. 
People are turning to us again to fight their corner. And under my leadership, fight it we will.” 
 
Rt. Hon. John McDonnell MP, Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer 
 

Under Labour, Scotland will be at the heart of a Green Industrial 

Revolution in our energy sector that could save this planet. 

- John McDonnell, Sunday 10th March, Dundee 
 
John condemned rising inequality under the current Conservative government, including the 
further poverty and hardship caused by the roll-out of Universal Credit. Four and a half million 
children are in poverty and one in six pensioners are living in poverty. The UN has condemned 
this government for pushing so many people into destitution. Furthermore, John noted, the 
SNP have the powers to shield Scotland from the Tory austerity programme, but they 
continue not to do so: they handed £230 million of cuts to core local government funding and 
won’t accept full control of social security for disabled people until 2024. Only a Labour 
government can make radical change to tackle these issues. 
 
A Green Industrial Revolution is necessary to transform the energy sector and save the planet 
from catastrophic climate change. According to John, Scottish hydro, wind, and wave power 
are all essential to achieving the transition to sustainable fuel sources while also providing 
thousands of green, well-paid, unionised jobs.  
 
Labour’s view on the economy, on infrastructure, and on energy is long-term and future-
oriented, while also providing relief from years of Tory austerity today.  
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Debates 
1. Health and Care  

 
Conference, the best days of our NHS still lie ahead. Real change in 

our communities is possible. We will build a modern Scotland 

where our health is not reliant on our wealth. 

- Monica Lennon MSP, Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport 
 
There were 8 motions submitted and debated on Health and Social Care: two on Mental 
Health issues, one on Health Inequalities, two on Social Care, one on Pension Credit, one on 
Universal Credit and one on the State Pension Age for Women. All were passed unanimously. 
 

Motion one, submitted by the Scottish Women’s Labour Conference called for measures 
to be considered, which would address mental health issues, across all areas of labour 
party policy, within and beyond our policies on health. Covering areas such as workplace 
stress, workplace democracy, eradication of zero hours contracts, reduced working 
hours, and training for trade union reps on mental health awareness.  
 
The motion also highlighted links between mental health issues and, unemployment and 
fear of unemployment, benefit sanctions, excessive working hours, low pay and non-
unionised workplaces. 
 
Motion 2, submitted by LGBT and Labour Scotland, believed that NHS Scotland, 
currently does not provide a decent quality of services for LGBT people. The motion called 
for conference to consult on Stonewalls Health Report, and to revise our policies to make 
them more inclusive and more specific to ensure the safeguarding of LGBT people within 
the NHS. It also called for more ring fencing of funds for mental health. 
 
Motion three, submitted by the Socialist Health Association Scotland, highlighted the 
reported slowing in the rate of life expectancy levels in Scotland since 2012, and the fall 
of 1% in the most deprived areas of Scotland. There are clear links between the devasting 
effects of austerity policies and the fall in life expectancy, and the motion suggests there 
is a growing class mortality gap.  The motion therefore called on the Scottish Policy Forum 
to put radical action on health inequalities at the heart of Labour’s Programme. 
 
Motions four and five related to Social Care Crisis., and were submitted by the Scottish 
Labour Women’s Conference, and Unison. 
 
Motion four registered serious concern regarding the growing social care crisis within 
Scotland, and called on the Scottish Labour Party, for example, to end privatisation of 
services, bring contacts back into public ownership, formulate a universal pay structure, 
recognition of unpaid carers, a real increase in carers allowances. 
 
Motion Five moved by Unison, condemned the decision of Cornerstone Community 
Care to de-recognise Unison, and resolved that publicly funded bodies should be 
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required to recognise trade unions, called on Cornerstone to resolve this issue through 
ACAS,  called for support for Unison in this issue, and condemned the SNP Government 
for not preventing public money going to organisations that refuse to recognise unions. 
 
Motions six and seven related to Pension Credit and Universal Credit, and were moved 
respectively by Falkirk East, and Scottish Labour Students.  
 
Motion Six condemned the reductions in entitlement to Pension Credit, announced by 
Amber Rudd in Jan 2019. From as early as May2019 a person over pensionable age will 
not be able to claim pension credit if they have a partner under pensionable age claiming 
Universal Credit, resulting in a potential loss of£7,320 per household. The motion called 
for the Scottish Labour Party Manifesto to include in its commitments these people who 
had been thus affected. 
 
Motion Seven noted that Universal Credit had had a disastrous impact on lives of many 
people, including students. The motion called on the Scottish Labour Party to explore 
the use of devolved powers to mitigate the effects of Universal Credit and to use 
discretionary powers to assist students affected. 
 
Motion eight submitted by the Scottish Women’s Conference related to the State 
Pension Age for Women. The motion believed that the pension age for women should 
be equalised. But that the rise in women’s SPA had been to rapid and introduced with 
insufficient notice. The motion called on Scottish Labour to take a lead in supporting the 
case for fair treatment and fair transitional arrangements by women affected, and to 
create compensation measures for those affected. 

 
2. Economy 

 
We must allow each part of Scotland to play to its strengths and 

build a bottom-up economy. From the Northern Isles to the 

Borders we must recognise what works in these areas and to allow 

our economic policy to be local.  Local enough to support fishing in 

the north to dairy farming in the south.  However, it must be led 

and planned centrally to ensure we work together to build our 

economy. 

- Rhoda Grant MSP, Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Rural and Economy 
 
Rhona Grant MSP who has responsibility for Rural Affairs and the Economy opened the 
debate. Rhona highlighted that the Scottish economy is flatlining with no growth and a very 
high level of forced worker inactivity (that is workers who wish to work but can’t because of 
economic and social barriers). Barriers to employment have increased inactivity and 
disproportionality affects women.  She outlined Labour’s five point plan to address poverty 
and boost the economy; introduction of £10 living wage; ban on zero hours contracts; 
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industrial strategy for high skill jobs; equality in the so-called gig economy with trade unions 
being integral to the strategy. She also proposed legislation to ensure “A Right to Food” and 
would ensure support for producers in the event of Brexit. 
 
The following motions were moved in the Economy Debate. All were passed overwhelmingly. 
 

Motion 9, Economy - Shared Prosperity Fund: This highlighted the importance of funding 
to remote rural communities. It urges that all representatives lobby hard for community 
led programmes to be included in a future Shared Prosperity Fund. 
 
Motion 10, Employment – Equal Pay: This motion highlighted the disgraceful situation 
were some Labour led authorities in Scotland obstructed the introduction of equal pay 
for women. The mover reinforced that this laid bare the culture in some councils. It called 
for the Women’s Committee to investigate the participation of women at all levels with 
the party and government. It sought that they would never be a repeat to Labour’s equal 
pay scandal and called on all Labour Groups to report on how they will resolve, 
implement and maintain equal pay. Annette Reilly GMB questioned why after 50 years 
since Labour introduced Equal Rights women are still fighting for equality. She was rightly 
critical of Scottish Labour authorities who still haven’t implemented equal pay. Incredible 
Labour controlled Fife still haven’t done so. Eva Murray a new Glasgow Labour Councillor 
made a passionate plea for justice and fairness. Frankly, I think it staggering the Labour 
councils not only dragged their feet on equal pay but actively obstructed its introduction. 
 
Motion 11, Employment – Fair Rights for Hospitality Workers: This motion sought to 
highlight the exploitation of hospitality workers and moved that conference fully endorse 
the Unite the Union’s Fair Hospitality Charter and that it should be incorporated into the 
party’s UK & Scottish Manifestos. Agnes Tomm of Unite described the often harrowing 
stories of individual workers. She spoke very effectively declaring that conference “… 
should send a message of hope to these workers”. Maddy Kirkman from Edinburgh spoke 
extremely well in support of the motion. Maddy spoke of the Fair Fringe Campaign. She 
described the damming and heart breaking stories of exploitation including sexual 
harassment, tip theft, overwork and exhaustion. Maddy highlighted that the fringe was 
now dominated by corporate interests. 
 
Motion 12, Employment – Time for Better Pay: This USDAW motion highlighted the 
plight of some 470,000 low paid workers. Too many jobs are insecure, without 
guaranteed hours or income. The motion proposed that young workers are paid the full 
adult rate; a £10 hourly minimum living wage; tackling of zero hours contracts; statutory 
right to an employment contract and an immediate halt to the roll-out of Universal Credit 
coupled to racial review of social security. A young speaker from Airdrie & Shotts 
described the gulf between adult pay and that given to young people for the same work.  
 
Composite Motion, Transport – Public Ownership:  This highlighted the declining quality 
of bus services and called for conference to support the re-regulation of buses and the 
cross-subsidisation of services and for the re-municipalisation of privatised bus services. 
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Motion 13, Transport – The Caley: This called for the Labour Party to apply pressure to 
the Scottish Government to take The Caley railway services depot into public ownership. 
The current owners have decided to close the depot. 
 
Motion 14, Working Parking Levy:  This motion was submitted by Aslef and asked that 
conference reject the proposal to implement work place parking levies. It highlighted the 
plight of essential workers who may be faced with these charges (particularly in light of 
poor or non-existent public transport). Kevin Lindsay Aslef made a powerful speech in 
support of the motion. Kevin didn’t mince is words about the management of the rail 
service or ownership of the bus companies. He challenged conference to think about the 
worker starting at 3am where there was no public transport. Caroline Walker Unite 
highlighted this would be a regressive tax. Her union had written to all of Scotland’s 
thirty-two councils asking that they reject the levy. 

 
Claire Baker MSP who has responsibility for Culture & Tourism closed the debate. Claire 
talked about fairer taxation. The Labour Party would never be satisfied whilst bad business 
practice still exited. Claire is taking the Culpable Homicide Bill through the Scottish 
Parliament. She looked for a fair and more equitable society. 
 

3. Education 
 

University budgets down by 11% compared to only five years ago. 

Colleges losing out on over £1billion since the SNP came to power. 

School budgets cut by £400million from where they were a decade 

ago. If education is this government’s priority, then I’d hate to see 

how they treated something they couldn’t care less about! 

- Iain Gray MSP, Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
 
Iain Gray MSP opened the debate, and it was closed by Mary Fee MSP. Ian Gray criticised the 
SNP’s records of cuts, cuts, cuts on education: university budgets are down 11% from five 
years ago, colleges have lost out on over £1 billion since the SNP came to power, and school 
budgets have been cut £400 million in the last ten years. The result is university lectures, 
college lecturers, and teachers all balloting for strike action over the last few years. Labour 
supports our overworked and underpaid educators, and the students who suffer the most 
from these cuts. Mary Fee congratulated EIS on securing their 10% pay rise, championed our 
struggling Further Education institutions, and emphasised the importance of an available, 
affordable early years education.  
 
Two motions were presented to conference for the debate on education.  
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The first, Motion 15, called for the removal of all state subsidy and tax relief for private 
schools from the Socialist Educational Association Scotland. End state support to the 
privileged forms of schooling that undermine our comprehensive system. The end of 
state subsidies, in the form of charitable status, for private schools has been promised by 
2020 – but Labour must ensure that the SNP do not wriggle out of this commitment. 
Private schools have been told by John Swinney to ask councils for reductions on their 
rates – and this is outrageous at a time of real cuts to comprehensive schools. Edinburgh 
Eastern youth delegate Bethany Parsons spoke in the debate on this motion, condemning 
state subsidies for private schools when the Scottish Government's targets for getting 
students from the most deprived communities into HE are not being met. 

 
The second, Motion 26, submitted by East Lothian CLP, called for an end to the Scottish 
National Standardised Assessments for Primary 1 pupils, and for a review of these 
assessments at P4, P7, and S3. John Swinney has consistently ignored votes and advice 
on the unsuitability for purpose of P1 assessments – parents do not want them, and 
parliament has voted for them to end. Moreover, these tests have a negative impact on 
the students’ wellbeing and overall education.  

 
Both motions were passed by conference. 
 

4. Communities 
 

A decent warm home at an affordable price is a basic human right. 

It is time for more serious reform of the sector. 

- Pauline McNeill MSP, Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Equalities and Housing 
 

Youth Delegate and Vice Chair (Membership) Bethany addresses conference in the Education debate. 
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Pauline McNeill spoke about the right for everyone to have warm, affordable housing, and 
that she had implemented the Scottish housing commission to help Labour go forward with 
the housing policies for the future. Labour set out more targeted help instead of the current 
help to buy system. It will be a more targeted approach to help people from all over the social 
spectrum to be able to afford their own 
homes.  
 
People are less likely to get home in if they 
are single and it can take up to 14 to 18 
months for somebody homeless in 
Edinburgh to go to the top of the list, so it 
is proposed that Labour going forward 
will have rent controls capping the 
amount that private rent can be raised 
and not only that but private landlord 
homes will be kept the same standard and 
quality as those in social housing. 
 
There were many passionate speeches made in support of the motions, particularly those 
from Unite the Union, who was proposed probable homicide clarification. There were strong 
speeches against prejudices such as Islamophobia and anti-semitism.  
 

Unite the Union submitted Motion 17 on culpable homicide. 
Glasgow Southside CLP submitted Motion 18 on the elimination of discrimination. 
Angus North and Mearns CLP submitted Motion 19 on plastic waste. 
Edinburgh Central CLP, Glasgow Kelvin CLP and Mid Fife and Glenrothes CLP submitted 
composite motion 2 on rent controls. 
Aberdeenshire West CLP and Caithness, Sutherland and Ross CLP submitted composite 
motion 3 on rural communities. 
Dunfermline CLP submitted Motion 20 on sexual abuse services. 

 
Motion 19 on plastic waste was remitted, and the rest of the motions were passed by 
conference. 
 

5. Scotland in the World 
 

We have argued that no deal must be taken off the table, and I 

hope that next week we win that argument. Remember who the 

enemy is – it’s this rotten, arrogant, divisive Tory government, run 

by the worst Prime Minister since the last one. This week, no deal 

must be taken off the table once and for all. 

- Neil Findlay MSP 
 

Alex Rowley MSP addresses conference in the Communities 
debate. 
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Motion 21 came from Scottish Young Labour, supporting the refugee community’s efforts 
to gain the right to vote. Refugees are a part of our society, and they work, study, pay 
taxes, and face the same cuts as we do, so they should be included in our political 
processes. This injustice in representation is compounded by their exclusion from the 
political process of their home countries. As solidarity is at the core of the Labour 
movement, we should support the enfranchisement of the refugee community. 
 
Motion 22 from Dumbarton CLP addressed concerns about the current situation in 
Venezuela. The motion called for dialogue from the Mexican and Bolivian presidents, and 
offered solidarity for the labour movement in Venezuela.  

 
Edinburgh West CLP submitted an emergency motion on Palestine. On March 9th, a child 
died in Hebron as the direct result of the refusal of Israeli Occupation Forces to allow 
Scottish-trained firefighters to reach a blaze. The motion condemned the actions of the 
Israeli army in detaining the fire crews trained by the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service for 20 
minutes at a checkpoint, and called on the UK Foreign Office to make a formal complaint 
to the Israeli government, demanding guarantees of free movement for humanitarian 
agencies in illegally occupied Palestine. 

 
Seven Brexit motions were submitted to Conference, and these were superseded by an 
SEC statement on Brexit, which is reproduced in full below.  

 
The SEC statement was carried by conference, so all the individual Brexit motions fell. The 
remaining motions including the emergency motion were carried. 
 
SEC Statement on Brexit  

Introduction  

The Scottish Labour Party sets a “Contemporary” clause on conference motions to ensure 
that debates and discussions on policy are responding to current need. The deadline for 
contemporary motions was 12 noon, February 25th.  

After the deadline for contemporary motions had passed, Jeremy Corbyn confirmed that the 
Labour party would seek to avoid a disastrous Tory Brexit by tabling an amendment to a 
government Brexit motion based on 5 key demands (1).  

Furthermore, the announcement made clear that in line with the Labour Party Brexit policy 
agreed at UK conference (2), that the Labour party would also either put forward or support 
an amendment in favour of a public vote to prevent either a catastrophic ‘No Deal’ Brexit or 
the damaging Tory Brexit negotiated by Theresa May from being forced on the country.  

Also after the deadline had passed, the UK Government’s position on the Brexit process has 
changed substantially.  

The Prime Minister has now confirmed that there will be:  
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• A second ‘meaningful vote’ on the Government’s plans  
• If the government loses the meaningful vote, they will allow for a vote on a ‘No- 

Deal’ Brexit  
• If both the Government’s deal and ‘No-deal’ are rejected then the Government will 

bring a vote on extending article 50.  

Given that both the statement of intent from Jeremy Corbyn on Labour’s plans, based on 
our unanimously agreed UK National conference motion, and the UK Government 
announcement of significant votes to take place after Scottish Labour conference arrived 
after the deadline for contemporary motions the Scottish Executive Committee believes 
there is a need for this Executive Statement.  

The Labour Party has consistently sought to respect the outcome of the referendum but 
also to avoid a ‘No-deal’ Brexit, from the 2017 Manifesto which states “Labour recognises 
that leaving the EU with ‘No Deal’ is the worst possible deal for Britain and that it would do 
damage to our economy and trade”, to more recently in supporting efforts by Yvette Cooper 
to take ‘No Deal’ off the table, and cross-party efforts in Holyrood, [including this week’s 
joint position between the Welsh Assembly and the Scottish Parliament]..  

The Brexit policies agreed by the Scottish Labour Party and UK Labour Conferences have 
sought to keep all options available for avoiding a ‘No Deal’ Brexit. Labour will now either 
put forward or support an amendment in favour of a public vote to prevent either a 
catastrophic ‘No Deal’ Brexit or the damaging Tory Brexit negotiated by Theresa May from 
being forced on the country.  

Scottish Labour will continue to oppose a ‘No Deal’ Brexit, by voting against both the 
Government’s deal and against accepting ‘No Deal.’ Moreover, we will continue to oppose a 
‘No Deal’ Brexit by voting to extend article 50. It is imperative that neither a catastrophic 
‘No Deal’ Brexit nor the damaging Tory Brexit negotiated by Theresa May are forced on the 
country. In pursuit of our objective of preventing either ‘No Deal’ or May’s deal from 
inflicting economic damage on the people of Scotland we back the Labour position to put 
forward or support an amendment in favour of a public vote, between the option on the 
one hand of a credible leave deal and on the other hand remain.  

Annex 
1 – 5 Key Demands  

1. A permanent and comprehensive customs union with the EU.  
2. Close alignment with the single market underpinned by shared institutions and 

obligations.  
3. Dynamic alignment on rights and protections.  
4. Commitments on participation in EU agencies and funding programmes, including in 

areas such as the environment, education, and industrial regulation.  
5. Unambiguous agreements on the detail of future security arrangements, including 

access to the European Arrest Warrant and vital shared databases  

2 – Conference Brexit Policy  
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Conference welcomes Jeremy Corbyn’s determined efforts to hold the Tories to account for 
their disastrous negotiations. Conference accepts that the public voted to leave the EU, but 
when people voted to ‘take back control’ they were not voting for fewer rights, economic 
chaos or to risk jobs. Conference notes the warning made by Jaguar Land Rover on 11.9.18, 
that without the right deal in place, tens of thousands of jobs there would be put at risk.  

Conference notes that workers in industries across the economy in ports, food, 
pharmaceuticals, manufacturing, energy, chemicals, in our public services and beyond are 
worried about the impact of a hard Brexit on livelihoods and communities.  

Conference believes we need a relationship with the EU that guarantees full participation in 
the Single Market. The Brexit deal being pursued by Theresa May is a threat to jobs, 
freedom of movement, peace in Northern Ireland and the NHS. Tory Brexit means a future 
of dodgy trade deals and American-style deregulation, undermining our rights, freedoms 
and prosperity. This binds the hands of future Labour governments, making it much harder 
for us to deliver on our promises.  

Conference notes Labour has set six robust tests for the final Brexit deal. Conference 
believes Labour MPs must vote against any Tory deal failing to meet these tests in full.  

Conference also believes a no-deal Brexit should be rejected as a viable option and calls 
upon Labour MPs to vigorously oppose any attempt by this Government to deliver a no-deal 
outcome. Conference notes that when trade unions have a mandate to negotiate a deal for 
their members, the final deal is accepted or rejected by the membership. Conference does 
not believe that such important negotiations should be left to government ministers who 
are more concerned with self-preservation and ideology than household bills and wages.  

Stagnant wages, crumbling services and the housing crisis are being exacerbated by the 
government and employers making the rich richer at working people’s expense, and not 
immigration. Conference declares solidarity and common cause with all progressive and 
socialist forces confronting the rising tide of neo-fascism, xenophobia, nationalism and right 
wing populism in Europe.  

Conference resolves to reaffirm the Labour Party’s commitment to the Good Friday 
Agreement of 1998 including no hard border in Ireland.  

Conference believes that there is no satisfactory technological solution that is compliant 
with the Good Friday Agreement and resolves to oppose any Brexit deal that would see the 
restoration of a border on the island of Ireland in any form for goods, services or people.  

Should Parliament vote down a Tory Brexit deal or the talks end in no-deal, Conference 
believes this would constitute a loss of confidence in the Government. In these 
circumstances, the best outcome for the country is an immediate General Election that can 
sweep the Tories from power.  

If we cannot get a general election Labour must support all options remaining on the table, 
including campaigning for a public vote. If the Government is confident in negotiating a deal 
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that working people, our economy and communities will benefit from they should not be 
afraid to put that deal to the public.  

This should be the first step in a Europe-wide struggle for levelling-up of living standards, 
rights and services and democratisation of European institutions Labour will form a radical 
government; taxing the rich to fund better public services, expanding common ownership, 
abolishing anti-union laws and engaging in massive public investment.  

 
 


